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The United States negotiated The 
Treaty of Prairie du Chien of 1825 

with representatives from nine 
Native Nations in the shadows of 
the first Fort Crawford. It was one 
of the largest treaty councils ever 

held in the United States as 
thousands of native people made 

the journey to Prairie du Chien. 
Government-to-government 

negotiations supposedly 
established tribal territorial 

boundaries and the allocation of 
hunting lands throughout the 

Upper Midwest. However, once 
tribal boundaries were estab-

lished, the U.S. government 
sought additional concessions 

from individual tribes.

The Francois Vertefeuille 
House, one of the oldest 

houses in Wisconsin still on 
its original land, is an 

example of the French-Ca-
nadian architectural style 

pièce-sur-pièce en coulisse. 
Vertefeuille bought the 

house in the early 1820s. It is 
now privately owned.

On the north end of St. 
Feriole Island sits Villa Louis, 
an Italian villa-style mansion 

developed by Hercules 
Dousman II and his wife 

Nina. The mansion replaced 
the Georgian red brick 
house built by Hercules 

father, a chief o�cer of the 
Astor Fur Company. Both 

houses were built on top of 
nearly 2,000-year-old 
Hopewell mounds. Fort 
Shelby and the first Fort 
Crawford are nearby. 

The Strange Powers House 
was constructed between 1818 

and 1824. Now privately 
owned, it is an intact example 

of fur-trade era French colonial 
architecture.  

St. Feriole Island
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Wisconsin Badger Camp is a 
summer camp for children and 

adults with developmental 
disabilities located south of 

Bridgeport. The camp’s goal is 
“to provide a positive natural 

environment where individuals 
with developmental disabilities 

can learn about their 
surroundings and realize their 

full potential.”

The lower sediments of the Bridgeport Terrace are magnetically reversed, indicating 
that the Wisconsin River has flowed past Bridgeport for over 760,000 years. During 
recent glacial epochs, wind-blown silt deposits, or “loess,” draped most of south-

western Wisconsin.  The catastrophic draining of Glacial Lake Wisconsin over 18,000 
years ago removed the older loess deposits from the surface of the Bridgeport 

Terrace, indicating that the glacial floodwaters here were at least 10 m (35’) above 
the river channel here. Sediment structures at the junction of the Wisconsin and 

Mississippi Rivers suggest that glacial floods temporarily reversed the flow of the 
Wisconsin River from westward-flowing to eastward-flowing during glacial flooding. 

The catastrophic draining of Glacial Lake Wisconsin is responsible for much of the 
sand deposited in the Lower Wisconsin Riverway.   

A private toll bridge built in 1857 
used to connect the south side of the 
river to Bridgeport. It was replaced in 
the 1980s with a Pennsylvania truss 
bridge called the Bridgeport Bridge. 

The Bridgeport Bridge was 
demolished in the 1990s and became 

Highway 18.  
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Millville native and three-time Hugo and 
one-time Nebula Award winning author 
Cli�ord D. Simak often set his science 

fiction stories in his hometown, including 
his award-winning novels Way Station 

and All Flesh is Grass.

In the early 1800s, the Kickapoo 
River drainage and the heavily 
wooded nature of the Kickapoo 

Valley made the “crooked river” an 
important path for lumber mills 

and for lumber transportation to 
cities along the Wisconsin and 

Mississippi Rivers. In 1870, a 
lumbering accident at the mouth 
of the Kickapoo took the lives of 

three men and inspired Abigail J. 
Payne’s poem “The Fatal Oak.” 

People have long called the resource-rich area around the 
modern town of Millville home.  Between 200 and 400 AD, 

native peoples built 14 homes of varying sizes around a small 
public space. They gathered wild rice, nuts, seeds, and berries; 

raised squash, sunflower, and sumpweed in gardens; fished; 
and hunted animals such as elk and white-tailed deer. The 

modern town name of Millville reflects the westward movement 
of the lumber industry in the nineteenth century. In its early 

pioneer settlement, the town had multiple sawmills, a flour mill, 
a woolen mill, and a horse ferry. 

Woodman used to be connected to 
Fennimore (southeast of Woodman) by 
the longest narrow-gauge railroad in 

Wisconsin. Called the ‘Dinky,’ the 
railroad operated between 1878 and 

1926. A locomotive similar to the original 
is on display at the Fennimore Railroad 

Historical Society Museum. 

S c e n i c  B y w a y

Boydtow
n H

ollow
 Rd

Hilldale Rd

Rosendale Rd

Walnut Grove Rd 

Spring Rd

M
illv

ille
 H

oll
ow

 R
d

D
ut

ch
 H

ill 
Rd

Bro
wn H

oll
ow

 R
d

Plum
 Creek Rd

Dead Lake

Woodman Lake

Sand Prair ie &

Dead Lake

W a u z e k a  B o t t o m s

M
i l

l v
i l

l e
 O

a k  W
o o d l a n d s

A d i a n t u m  W o o d s

Demo Forest

K i c k a p o o  W i l d l i f e  A r e a

Douglas
Hallock

Wauzeka
Village Park

Century Hall

WAUZEKA to WOODMAN

K
T

C

N

131

133

60

1:65,000

 The Central House was built by Prussian immigrant 
Adam Bobel in 1865 and rebuilt after a fire in 1881 

when it became known as the Boscobel Hotel. Three 
traveling Christian salesmen met at the Boscobel 
Hotel in 1898 and founded the Gideons, a group 
that distributes Bibles. The organization claims to 

have distributed more than 2 billion Bibles and New 
Testaments around the world.

John Coumbe operated a state-chartered ferry in Port Andrew 
that early settlers depended on to transport people and goods 
across the river. He also used steamboats and flatboats to ship 

livestock and grain from his Tippesaukee Farm to markets in 
Galena, Prairie du Chien and others. He named his 307-acre 
farm after the Ho-Chunk village he found when he arrived 

from England in 1838. Archaeological research suggests that 
both Mesqwaki and Ho-Chunk people lived on this land before 

it became the Tippesaukee homestead.  

The original name 
of Boscobel was 
Prairie du Bay.
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     Riverway Designations
• Ramsar Wetland of International Importance
• Exceptional Resource Water
• Wisconsin Administrative Code NR 102
  

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 
is an international treaty signed by most of the world’s countries in 
1971. The Ramsar governing body identifies globally important 
wetlands. The LWR received a Ramsar designation in 2020, one of 
only 41 such areas in the USA at the time. The LWR was nominated 
in part because it is an important habitat on the Mississippi River 
flyway. It is home to 121 rare animal species including 17 species on 
the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species such as a rare species of 
chimney swift (Chaetura pelagica), the rusty blackbird (Euphagus 
carolinus) and the ornate box turtle (Terrapene ornata). The Lower 
Wisconsin Riverway is an important breeding area for 25 other rare 
bird species such as lark sparrow (Chondestes grammacus), 
whooping crane (Grus americana) and the worm-eating warbler 
(Helmitheros vermivorum). The federally endangered Higgins’ eye 
pearly mussel (Lampsilis higginsii) is one of several rare mussel 
species in the Lower Wisconsin Riverway. Threatened plants in the 
Lower Wisconsin Riverway include the pale green orchid (Platan-
thera flava herbiola) and algal-leaved pondweed (Potamogeton 
confervoides). Overall, the LWR met 8 of the 9 criteria for a Ramsar 
designation.  

MUSCODA (pronounced Músk-oh-day), originally called 
English Prairied, just south of the river in Grant County, is 

the Morel Mushroom Capital of Wisconsin. The town hosts 
an annual morel festival in mid-May. The premier 

campground on the Lower River lies along its banks in 
Victora Riverside Park, the finish line for the Wisconsin 

River Canoe Race held each July. The park o�ers access to 
many miles of trails and thousands of acres of public land. 
The area boasts spectacular examples of e�gy mounds 

and ancient sites, a winery, and a cheese factory.
BOSCOBEL, named for a place in Shropshire, 

England, is the home of some of the earliest Euro-
American settlers in the area. The historic stone 

Boscobel Hotel is the birthplace of the Gideon Bible. 
The main street features historic architecture with a 

frontier edge as well as busy shops and restaurants. It 
had the first Gamble’s store in Wisconsin. A preserved 
1940s-era movie house still operates today. The town 
of 3000 puts on an elaborate Civil War re-enactment 
every August, complete with parade and dance; even 

onlookers show up in costume.

GOTHAM (pronounced Gó-tham, th as in 
theater) lies just north of the river where 
Hwy 14 joins Hwy 60, reconnecting the 

traveler with the waterside road leading 
onto one of its most lovely stretches of 

bends, rises, and river views. A tiny original 
train  depot is just o� 60, down Fulton St. A 
simple white church punctuates the town’s 

cottages. The mid-19th century railroad 
depot at Gotham has recently been reno-

vated into a cottage rental.  

LONE ROCK is named for a tall finger of 
sandstone on the river’s north bank that was 
used as a landmark for river travelers. The 

town’s greatest claim to fame occurred when, 
on January 30, 1951, the temperature fell to 

minus 55 degrees F (before wind-chill factor) 
and Lone Rock was dubbed “the coldest spot 

in the nation.” The town o�ers scenic parks 
and recreational opportunities that include 
fishing, hunting, canoeing, and biking along 

the Pine River Recreational Trail.

BRIDGEPORT, at the intersection of the Great River 
Road (Hwys 18 and 35), a National Scenic Byway, 

and Hwy 60, had one of the earliest toll bridges on 
the Wisconsin River. Built in 1857, it operated until 

the 1920s, enhancing the importance of the town as 
a railroad shipping point for livestock. Bridgeport 

could not expand, however, because of the 
topography. Only a handful of houses remain.

 One story about the origin of WAUZEKA’s name is that 
it derived from the Ho Chunk word “wazi-" meaning 
“pine” and “-ga,” a personal name su�x.  Both the 

Meskwaki (Fox) and the Ho Chunk Nations built villages 
near the town of Wauzeka, which is located near the 
mouth of the Kickapoo River, one of Wisconsin’s most 

meandering rivers. Scenic attractions include the 
Kickapoo Indian Caverns and Husher Park Lookout. 

Wauzeka showcases some historic buildings, including 
Century Hall, an historic Grand Army of the Republic 
(GAR) building and former opera house that is now 

home to community events and the LWR and Genea-
logical and Historic Research Center Library. 

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN (pronounced Sheen) sits at the 
juncture of the Wisconsin and Mississippi Rivers, a 

spread of small islands and water vistas. The oldest 
community on the Upper Mississippi, Prairie du 

Chien still evokes the ghosts of voyageurs and the 
original French settlers. Villa Louis, the E�gy Mounds 

National Monument across the big river, and other 
historic sites complement the area’s nature 

preserves and gardens. The town features river 
cruises, a casino, am annual voyageurs festival and 

a variety of dining and lodging opportunities.

PRAIRIE DU SAC, linked by its main street
to Sauk City, was named by French fur traders after the
Sac Indians before it was settled by Yankees and, later,

Swiss immigrants. It is the home of wintering bald
eagles, the Wisconsin State Cow Chip Throw,
the River Arts Center and Festival, and Culver

Franchising System.  

SAUK CITY, Wisconsin’s oldest incorporated village,
is an important locale in the Blackhawk war 

of 1832. Here Chief Black Hawk’s unique strategies 
and courage are commemorated in annual

reenactments and ceremonies. Home to the original
Culver’s Restaurant and the poet August Derleth, the
village was founded by Hungarian Count and vintner

Agoston Haraszthy who planted vines along the sunny
riverbanks. New settlers included German and Austrian

Catholics and Free Thinkers. Its bustling main street
o�ers pleasant stops for the traveler to relax.

SPRING GREEN is equal parts artists’
community and down-to-earth farm town.

The natural beauty of the river valley surrounds its
neighborhoods’ open space and open people. Frank

Lloyd Wright saw this and more, and made Spring
Green his home. His masterwork Taliesin, built into

the “shining brow” of a stately hill, has much
influenced the creativity that continues to shine
through the area. Down the road from Taliesin’s

buildings and the Wright riverside visitors’ center and
restaurant, is the American Players Theatre—one of

the nation’s finest Classical theater playhouses—and,
then, the popular House on the Rock.

 

BLUE RIVER, in the “heart of the lower
riverway,” lies across the bridge from Port Andrew in
Grant County. This village of 400 was first a railroad

stop that became a cattle town and shipping center for
livestock by train and, later, by truck. Today it hosts an
Autumn Fest for all ages in late August with engaging

ball games, a tractor pull, and a parade. It o�ers two boat
landings—on County Road T in town and at Jones Lake

o� Hwy 133 a mile east of the village.

ORION (pronounced Or´e-ee-an) is an unincorporated
hamlet that lies along and just north of Hwy 60 west to

Hwy 80 and the Muscoda bridge. Originally named
Richmond, it served as the first seat of Richland County.

The early town operated a ferry across the river until
the first bridge was built in 1870. A motel, with a

supper club and a canoe rental business, is located
at the intersection of 60 and 80.

PORT ANDREW, described as a “bustling river
town” by mid-1800 travelers, was one of the earliest

settlements in Richland County. The port was home to
saloons, hotels, merchants, blacksmiths, barbers, and

steamboat pilots, supplying the necessities for life on the
frontier. Captain Thomas Andrew built the house still on a
hill looking down into one of the deepest parts of the river.
The railroad on the south side of the river led to the town’s
demise, but here there remain a pleasant wayside and an

important public access site to the river.

The Gotham Barrens is a unique ecosys-
tem that formed as a result of both cultural 
and natural factors. The dominant vegeta-
tion here consists of an open canopy black 

oak and Jack pine forest with a ground 
layer dominated by sedges and prairie 

species. The Gotham Barrens are located 
on former pasturelands atop undulating 
terrain composed of very old sand blows 
and sand dunes. The barrens either abut 
or overlook a floodplain forest; a small, 

shallow oxbow lake with exceptional water 
quality; a wet meadow; a dry sand prairie; 

and additional open sand blows. This 
ecological mosaic is home to many rare 

plants and animals.

Fish of the Riverway
The valley floor of the Lower Wisconsin Riverway (LWR) 
consists of a braided stream channel abutting a vast 
network of oxbow lakes, sloughs, and wetlands that are 
home to 98 species of fish. The LWR supports many 
gamefish such as walleye, sauger, channel catfish, 
flathead catfish, smallmouth bass and northern pike as 
well as panfish including bluegills, crappie, white bass 
and rock bass. Other fish species frequently caught and 
harvested include redhorse, suckers, freshwater drum 
(sheepshead) and American eel. Longnose gar, small-
mouth bu�alo, carpsuckers, carp, goldeye, mooneye, and 
a wide variety of minnows are relatively common in the 
LWR, but they are not often fished. The riverway is also 
home to 13 rare and protected fish including shovelnose 
sturgeon, lake sturgeon, paddlefish, blue suckers, crystal 
darters, chestnut lampreys, silver lampreys, and star 
head topminnows. Fishing regulations are available 
through the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

Lower Wisconsin 
River Road
State Highway 60 is a designated Scenic 
Byway that follows the riverway from 
Lodi to Prairie du Chien.

Waunakee
Wildlife Area

Sauk Prairie
State Recreation

Area

To Devil’s Lake
State ParkDark Skies

Artificial lights are creating a sky glow that is making it more 
and more challenging to see starry skies. Luckily, skies are 
darker along the LWR away from the lights of LaCrosse, 
Madison, and Dubuque. The LWR protects and preserves starry 
skies and provides easy public access for all to enjoy them. 
Please consider the following guidance for reducing light 
pollution on the LWR so that all may enjoy the beauty and 
majesty of a starry sky.
• Useful: All lights should have a clear purpose
• Targeted: Light should be directed to only where its needed
• Low Level: Light should be no brighter than necessary
• Controlled: Use light only when its needed
• Color: Use warmer colors whenever possible
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